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STATE BUDGET 2015–16 — SCIENCE STATEMENT 
Question without Notice 642 — Answer Advice 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.11 pm]: As indicated 
during question time on 21 May, I table and seek leave to have an answer to question without notice 642, which 
was asked by Hon Kate Doust, incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. [See paper 2989.] 

The following material was incorporated — 
I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question 
The Science Statement complements the State’s existing investment in the priority areas of mining and energy; medicine and health; 
agriculture and food; biodiversity and marine science; and radio astronomy. 

In the 2015–16 State Budget, new funding of $21.55 million has been allocated to the Pawsey Supercomputing Centre over five years from 
2016–17. The State has supported the Centre since 2000, enabling it to become a leading scientific organisation that supports research 
activity across the priority areas. The State’s total investment in the Centre, from 2000 to 2021 will be close to $54 million. 
The State has also invested more than $96 million into building radio astronomy research capacity, capability and infrastructure, including 
allocating $46 million over 2009–19 for the establishment of the International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR). In less than a 
decade, ICRAR has developed into a world-class centre of excellence in astronomical science, engineering and information technologies. 

The State continues to be the principal funder for Scitech, Western Australia’s dedicated science education and engagement centre. The 
current State funding agreement of $41.5 million runs over five years from 2013, supporting Scitech to engage over 500,000 people annually 
across a range of activities, from building scientific enquiry skills in children and their parents, to empowering educators. The State 
Government has also committed $15 million towards a new home for Scitech. 

Education and engagement initiatives are also carried out and funded by a range of Government agencies such as the Botanical Gardens and 
Parks Authority, ChemCentre, the Department of Fisheries and the Perth Zoo. 

The State is also playing a major role in managing the State’s biodiversity assets, through its investment in the $81.5 million Kimberley 
Science and Conservation Strategy. This investment included an allocation of $12 million over 6 years from 2011 for the Kimberley Marine 
Research Program, being managed through the Western Australian Marine Science Institution (WAMSI). WAMSI’s 15 partner organisations 
have invested a further $18 million, to make the Kimberley Marine Research Program one of the largest integrated marine research programs 
in Australia. 

In April 2015, the Premier launched the Western Australia Blueprint for Marine Science 2050. The Blueprint is an assessment of marine 
research priorities for Western Australia based on Government and industry needs. It is the first step in the process of achieving 
transformational outcomes for Western Australia’s marine environment. A series of high-level roundtable discussions with industry, 
Government and non-government organisations will be held during the remainder of 2015 to reach consensus on funding for the significant 
research programs under the Blueprint. 

The State Government’s Seizing the Opportunity Initiative includes research programs to boost grain productivity and identification of new 
groundwater resources to support the sustainable expansion of regional primary industries. 
The announcement of the Western Australian Museum with state of the art research facilities for museum scientists is another example of our 
commitment to science in WA. 

The Chief Scientist is working with the Office of Science to develop more detailed strategies in each of the priority areas. 

The science strategies will guide the funding priorities for research 
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